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From the BDIL desk 
Dr Olive Shisana CEO of the HSRC has been recognised for her hard work through the inclusion in a list of 100 
World Class South Africans by a national Sunday newspaper, the City Press, published on 28 April 2013. The list 
celebrated our country’s most extraordinary men and women. She was listed as a formidable change- maker for 
returning to South Africa after 17 years in exile, blazing a trail of fundamental change in health care. She  joined 
the HSRC in 2001 to establish a new HIV/AIDS research unit that undertook household surveys and encouraged 
Zimbabwe, Swaziland and Botswana to do the same. Under her guidance, life-saving changes were made in 
government policy. 
In 2005 she was appointed as the first black female president and CEO of the HSRC. She has chaired many 
global committees and organisations, for example, the World Health Assembly, EU Parliament, UN World 
Summit, US Congress Brain Trust, Unesco’s International Social Science Council (ISSC) and the World Social 
Science Forum. In SA, as chair of the Ministerial Advisory Committee on National Health Insurance (NHI), she 
was instrumental in formulating the Green Paper on NHI, followed by the White Paper to be announced in 
2013. She also chairs the recently appointed South African BRICS Think Tank that will undertake policy 
research and analysis to inform the group’s strategies. 
The HSRC wishes to congratulate Dr Shisana on this achievement. 

 
 

Celebrating Africa 
The HSRC attended the Department of Science and 
Technology’s Africa Day celebrations, which quite 
fittingly took place at the Wits Origins Centre in 
Johannesburg on 24 May under the theme The 
African Renaissance through Science, Technology and 
Innovation. The HSRC utilised this opportunity to 
showcase and exhibit its research reports and 
publications with a focus on Africa. 
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Partnership & Collaboration 
 
 

HSRC researcher selected as 
World Social Science Fellow 
Diana Sanchez Betancourt from the Democracy, 
Governance and Service Delivery programme was 
selected as one of 20 World Social Science 
Fellows to participate at the Sustainable 
Urbanization workshop in Quito, Ecuador from 
the 25-30 March 2013. The conference was 
organised by the International Social Science 
Council and held at the Universidad Andina 
Simon Bolivar. 

 
 

This conference brought together early career scientists from across the social science disciplines to identify 
the most important research questions for sustainable urbanisation over the next 5-10 years. 

 
 

Leading research on a green observatory in Africa 
The Canadian-based International Development Research Centre funded a workshop to develop a proposal 
submitted by the HSRC, the Trade & Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS) and five other countries in leading 
research on the formulation of a green observatory for Africa. A scoping workshop, held from 11-15 March 
2013 in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, involved researchers and policymakers from South Africa, Uganda, the Ivory 
Coast, Senegal, Nigeria and Kenya. 
This led to a proposal to establish a multi-year programme for a Green Economic Observatory (GEO-Africa) 
that will focus on data collection, analysis, training and dissemination to researchers, government officials and 
other stakeholders dealing with social and economic development policy. Each country will have its own data 
collection and training activities but all the data would be collected into one observatory. The purpose of the 
programme is to assist African governments in the participating countries and other stakeholders in green 
policy and decision-making through the establishment and maintenance of green economy observatories at 
country level. It is envisaged that this will lead to the generation and analysis of the trends of green economy 
indicators and the production and wide dissemination of green economy situation analysis at country and 
regional levels. It is hoped that this will encourage governments and other stakeholders to remain focused on 
ensuring that economic growth and structural transformation are both inclusive and green. In addition to 
initiating the establishment of an African network of researchers involved in the green economy in their 
respective countries, the workshop provided an opportunity to engage with each other in agreeing on the 
proposal, its theoretical framework, scope and objectives. 

 
The proposal is to establish the observatory in six pilot countries initially, with the prospect of increasing the 
coverage to more countries. The following institutions participated in the workshop: 
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) and Trade & Industrial Policy Strategies (TIPS), (South Africa). 

 
• Institute of Statistical, Social and Economic Research (ISSER), (Uganda). 
• Ecole Nationale Supérieure de Statistique et d’Economie Appliquée (ENSEA),.(Ivory Coast). 
• Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles (ISRA), (Senegal). 
• African Centre for Shared Development Capacity Building (ACSDCB) and Centre for Petroleum, Energy 

Economics and Law, University of Ibadan. (Nigeria). 
• Kenya Institute for Public Policy Research and Analysis (KIPPRA) (Kenya). 
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Research Activities 
HSRC’s work on urbanisation has international impact 
The Economic Performance and Development’s expanding research programme on urbanisation is gaining 
international traction. A UN-Habitat funded project analysed the relationship between urbanisation and 
development in Africa and resulted in a special issue of the journal Local Economy published in March 2013. 
Professor Ivan Turok was invited to deliver a keynote address to the UN-Habitat Governing Council meeting in 
Nairobi in April 2013. This was followed by an invitation to participate in the first meeting of the Zambian 
government in Lusaka to establish a National Urban Policy in May 2013. In a related project funded by UNFPA 
and IIED, Ivan hosted a two-day meeting of researchers from the BRICS countries in South Africa to examine 
the contribution of urbanisation to development. A book is currently in preparation as a result of the 
workshop. 

 
HSRC and the Woodrow Wilson Centre 
In  2011,  the  Africa  Program  and  the  Leadership 
Project  of  the  Wilson  Center  launched   a  major 
research   effort   titled,   “Southern Voices   in   the 
Northern Policy  Debate,” funded  by  the  Carnegie 
Corporation of New York. This initiative stems from 
the concern that the  southern “voice”   or 
perspective is seldom heard in the debates around 
issues  directly  affecting  countries  of  the  Global 
South. This led  to  the formation of  the Southern 
Voices Network, which provides prominent Africa- 
based research and policy institutions the 
opportunity to collaborate and present research on 
global    issues    that    they    feel    are    critical    to 
North/South dialogue. The first conference was held 
in 2011 in (Dakar) Senegal, the second in 2012 in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Washington DC) US, and the 
latest in 2013 in (Nairobi) 
Kenya. 
The  HSRC  is  a  founding 
member of this initiative, and 
was represented at the 
conference by  Godwin 
Onuoha. The theme of the 
conference was: “Southern 
Voices: Next Steps” and was 
held from May 8-11, 2013. The 
conference  focused  on  how 
the Southern Voices Network 
can maximize institutional 
relationships and increase 
opportunities for collaboration 
so that these voices will be 
more widely heard and serve 

to critically influence policy debates. The HSRC and the Woodrow Wilson Centre signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) in April 2013 to maximize this institutional relationship. 
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Morehouse School of Medicine  
 
In March Prof Leickness Simbayi the Executive 
Director of the HIV AIDS, STI and TB research 
programme and Dr Sibusiso Sifunda, visited 
Morehouse  School  of  Medicine  based  in 
Atlanta to further our research collaboration 
agreement.  The purpose of the visit was to 
jointly prepare a  proposal in  response to the 
funding opportunity for, “Comprehensive HIV 
& TB Prevention, Care and Treatment Services 
and   Systems   Strengthening   In   Facilities   of 
South Africa’s Department of Correctional 
Services (DCS)”. It provided the two institutions 
the opportunity of bringing together their 
respective expertise and to collaborate on the 
joint submission of this proposal. 

 
 

Meetings Attended 
SADC STI Policy Training Conference 
The head of BDIL, Bridgette Prince, attended the SADC STI Policy Training Conference on invitation from DST. 
The Conference took place from 7-9 May 2013. The conference was the 3rd session of the training since 
launched in October 2012. The conference created a platform for the participants from the SADC member 
states to present their projects as a requirement for the training programme. The conference has been 
extended to selected stakeholders who will provide input on STI Policy in Africa. 

 
 

Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) 
Global Science Forum 
Workshop 
BDIL attended a Global Science Forum 
(GSF) workshop on the 9-10 May 2013 at 
the Stellenbosch Institute for Advanced 
Studies (STIAS) in Cape Town. The 
workshop focused on the “Study of 
Research Cooperation between 
Developed and Developing Countries in 
the Area of Climate Change Adaptation 

and Biodiversity”. The event was co-hosted by the Global Science Forum (GSF), Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), University of Tokyo, in collaboration with the African Doctoral Academy (ADA), which is 
located at Stellenbosch University), and the National Research Foundation (NRF). 
The aim of the workshop was to explore ways in which both the scientific and development benefits of research 
cooperation can be enhanced. This study is a follow-up to the 2011 OECD GSF activity “Opportunities, 
Challenges and Good Practices in International Research Cooperation between Developed and Developing 
Countries”, held in Pretoria. Currently the study seeks to refine and expand the earlier findings informed by 
case studies analysis in the African context. Workshop participants were presented with examples of 
international research cooperation between developed and developing countries, followed by case studies of 
designing cooperation and creating meaningful impact through research partnership and collaboration. 
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34th Annual International IATUL Conference 
Mark Frier from Information Services presented a paper in April at the 34th 
Annual International IATUL (The International Association of Scientific and 
Technological Libraries) conference held at the Cape Town International 
Convention Centre. Mark’s presentation was on collaboration among various 
sectors within the HSRC and the role of the HSRC’s Virtual Library in driving the 
creation of new knowledge. The convergence of IT systems and products and 
its implications for the future of libraries and information delivery was the 
central point of discussion. All of this work focused on information delivery in 
an African context, and how the HSRC has developed systems to provide 
access to world information in the developing world arena. 

 
Facilitated Meetings 
How cities learn: World Bank 2nd South-South Dialogue 
The HSRC and the World Bank co-hosted the 2nd south-south dialogue between South Africa and Brazil on 
“How Cities Learn: Brazil’s Experience in Local Government Capacity Development”. The dialogue took place 
on the 9 May and was chaired by the Professor Ivan Turok, Deputy executive director of the HSRC’s Economic 
Performance and Development programme. 

 
This was the second knowledge exchange between South Africa and Brazil and it brought together key experts 
and practitioners on urban and local government capacity development. This dialogue provided the unique 
opportunity for creating better understanding of how the national government, local governments, and 
resource organisations in Brazil faced these transformations, as well as a reflection upon the trajectory and 
future of South African cities. 

 
Expert on research into the use of literacy and language 
The Education and Skills Development (ESD) Research Programme hosted Professor Kathleen Heugh from the 
University of South Australia (UniSA) in Adelaide. Kathleen, a former senior research specialist at ESD, is an 
extraordinary associate professor of linguistics at the University of the Western Cape and still holds a 
distinguished research fellow position at the HSRC. 

 
She brought with her a wealth of knowledge on researching language, literacy and their assessment in 
linguistically and culturally diverse countries such as Indonesia, India and Australia. During her brief stay she 
was involved in a few academic activities related to both knowledge sharing and capacity development: 
While visiting the HSRC she presented a public lecture on the topic: “International disappointment in whole 
language literacy and communicative language teaching: reconfiguring the debates from the global south”. 

 
Professor Heugh’s presentation is available at  http://www.hsrc.ac.za/HSRC-Seminar-473.phtml. 
Professor Heugh and the ESD colleagues also worked on a draft policy brief derived from a project on the 
evaluation of language and literacy teaching and learning in Limpopo public schools. The Limpopo study was 
conducted from 2006 to 2007. 

 
Hosting of a distinguished professor 
As part of the Human and Social Development programme’s efforts to promote the 

humanities in our research, Professor Lawrence Blum, Distinguished Professor of 
Liberal Arts and Education and Professor of Philosophy at the University of 
Massachusetts, Boston, visited the HSRC in April. He presented a lecture in the series 
on Humanities, providing insights from having taught a high school course on race to a 
diverse group of students. The lecture was well attended and provoked lively 
discussion. Prof Blum spent time with the team in interrogating issues of race and 
restitution over a four-day visit. 

http://www.hsrc.ac.za/HSRC-Seminar-473.phtml
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UNIID – Africa Project Workshop  
 
The second project workshop of the Universities and 
Councils Network on Innovation for Inclusive 
Development in Africa (UNIID-Africa project, held in 
Gaborone, Botswana from 29 April to 3 May, was 
hosted by the University of Botswana and attended 
by two members from each country – South Africa, 
Botswana, Malawi, Tanzania, Uganda and Nigeria. 

 
This represented a diverse team from a wide set of 
disciplines, including sociology, economics, soil 
science, energy, and innovation studies. The UNIID- 
Africa researchers were joined by the IDRC 
programme manager, a writing coach, and a team 
from the University of Limpopo (South Africa) who 
are planning to conduct cognate research. From the 

HSRC, Glenda Kruss, Michael Gastrow and Rushil Ranchod prepared and led the workshop. 
 

The first part of the workshop focused on a structured brainstorm to determine what is distinctive to each 
country context – in terms of economy, national system of 
innovation and higher education – as a starting point for 
analysis. Once all country teams have completed their 
research reports, such an analysis is critical to comparative 
work to contribute to the field of innovation for inclusive 
development conceptually. 

 
The second part of the workshop provided an opportunity 
for teams to present their progress on research to map 
patterns of interaction and interactive capabilities across 
three universities in their national system of innovation, for 
critical peer review. Issues highlighted were: 

 
• The difference between diverse types of higher education institution, with specialised universities 

more likely to promote and generate interaction; 
• Conceptual distinctions to characterise community engagement and outreach; 
• The vexed issue of incentive systems to promote interaction; 
• The need to theorise outputs and benefits with more nuance; 
• Constraints and bottlenecks that provide opportunities for intervention in distinct contexts; and 
• The distinctiveness of universities in rural settings. 

 
In the third part of the workshop, the HSRC team leaders presented a conceptual framework and methodology 
for the next phase of the project: case studies of interaction between universities and communities focused on 
‘innovation for inclusive development’ to enable livelihoods in informal settings. 

 
The workshop was an opportunity to share experiences and ideas for advocacy, dissemination and mentorship 
of interns, for capacity building focused on enhancing writing and communication, and to strengthen project 
management and internal communication processes. 
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Debating male 
circumcision 
Professor Leickness 
Simbayi was invited by 
International Initiative for 
Impact Evaluation (3ie) to 
participate in the 
Southern and Eastern 
Africa Regional meeting 
on Demand Creation for 
Voluntary Medical Male 
Circumcision (VMMC). 
The meeting took place 
from the 3-5 April 2013 in 
Lusaka, Zambia and was 
organised by the Bill and 
Melinda Gates 
Foundation and 3ie, in partnership with the Ministry of Health in Zambia and in collaboration with PEPFAR. 

 
The main purpose of the meeting was to match researchers with implementers of voluntary medical male 
circumcision (VMMC) to submit an application or applications to 3ie’s Thematic Window 3 on Day 3 (April 9). 
Leickness participated in the first 2 days of the meeting which discussed demand creation for VMMC. Prof. 
Simbayi served on a panel which included a chief from a non-circumcising ethnic group in Zambia and a 
traditional princess from a non-circumcising ethnic group in Zimbabwe. The panel discussed the role of 
traditional and religious leaders in creating demand for VMMC. 

 
 

Forthcoming Titles 
Land reform and livelihoods 
Trajectories of change in northern Limpopo Province, South Africa 

 
What the book is about 
South Africa: Land Reform and Livelihoods is the South African component of a 
broader three-country study (also including Zimbabwe and Namibia) on Land 
Reform and Livelihoods (LRaL). The aim of LRaL is to measure the impact of land 
reform, but above all it is to understand that impact – how and why impacts 
materialise or fail to materialise in relation to different circumstances, distinct 
implementation approaches, and diverse types of intended beneficiaries. 

 
Finding Place and Keeping Pace 
Exploring Meaningful and Equitable Learning in South African 
Schools 

 
What the book is about 
The first day of the school year is usually filled with excitement. With uniforms 
washed and shoes polished, friends reunite and catch up on holiday news. For 
many, especially those entering the school gates for the first time, it’s also a day of 
trepidation. There’s the fear of the unknown, unfamiliar faces and regimes of 
order and discipline. And for a few there is the worry of finding access denied, 
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after standing in queues before administrators in the hope of being allocated a seat in a class… 
Finding place and keeping pace focuses on getting access to and completing basic education in South Africa. It 
is based on research conducted for the Consortium on Research in Education Access, Transition and Equity 
(CREATE), an international study funded by the UK’s Department for International Development and which was 
led by Professor Keith Lewin of Sussex University.  The book showcases a rich body of research dealing with 
educational access, inclusion and exclusion and provides a critical appraisal of how far South Africa has come in 
terms of achieving the Millennium Development and Education For All goals in terms of access and quality 
indicators. 

 
Contested Ecologies: 
Dialogues in the South on Nature and Knowledge 

 
What the book is about 
Contested Ecologies: Reimagining the Nature-culture Divide in the Global South 
offers an intervention in the conversations on ecology and on coloniality, and on 
the ways in which modern thinking, with its bifurcation of nature and culture, 
constitutes ‘ecology’ within a very particular politics of the cosmos. The chapters 
in this collection contest the framework of knowledge that has deadlocked nature 
and culture, tradition and modernity, scientific and indigenous and in doing so 
makes a case for the value of rethinking knowledge beyond the nature- culture 
divide. 

 
 
 

The search for quality education in post-apartheid 
South Africa 
Interventions to improve learning and teaching 

 
What the book is about 
18 years after the first democratic elections education in South Africa is still 
in a state of crisis. Failure to deliver textbooks, limited support available to 
schools, ineffective districts, under-qualified teachers, poor matriculation 
results, and low performance in national and international assessments is 
symptomatic of a fundamental malaise in education. And it is the poor, 
marginalised and the disadvantaged who are most affected. For those who 
have access to private and ‘better quality’ public schools, there is no crisis! This book considers these issues by 
reviewing selected large-scale interventions to improve education quality in South African schools. These 
interventions include the District Development Support Programme (DDSP), the Education Quality Improvement 
Partnership Programme (EQUIP), the IMBEWU programme, the Integrated Education Program (IEP), the 
Khanyisa School Programme, the Learning for Living (LFL) Project, and the Quality Learning Project (QLP). It 
locates these interventions by providing a chronology of education policy development in South Africa since 
1994 as well as engaging with key debates about the notion of education quality. Furthermore, it invites policy-
makers to critically review and reflect on the changes to improve education quality in South Africa since 
1994. By bringing together academics, policy-makers and practitioners to reflect on education development 
the book sheds light on the continuous but elusive search for quality education for all. In so doing, the book 
provides a basis for a critical conversation about the history of education change in post-apartheid South 
Africa, and the implications for interventions aimed at improving education quality. 

 
For more information on these and other titles, contact the HSRC Press 
 
 

http://www.hsrcpress.ac.za/
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Who we are 
 
 
 

BDIL Support  
Bridgette Prince                        Hema Somai 
Director              hsomai@hsrc.ac.za 
bprince@hsrc.ac.za 
                             
 

Carla Pheiffer 
cpheiffer@hsrc.ac.za  
 
 
 

Economic Performance and Development  
(EPD) 
 
 
Democracy, Governance and Service Delivery  
(DGSD) 
 
 

Michilene Meyer 
mmeyer@hsrc.ac.za  
 
 
 

HIV, AIDS, STIs and TB  
(HAST) 
 
 
Public Health, Health Systems and Innovation  
(PHHSI) 
 
 

Billie-Jean Winnaar 
bwinnaar@hsrc.ac.za  

Education and Skills Development  
(ESD) 
Human and Social Development  
(HSD) 
Research Use and Impact Assessment 
(RIA) 
Deputy CEO Research: Dr Temba Masilela 
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